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STUDIO FIRST – 2020 
From Home, with Love 
Academic Lead: Piper Bernbaum (piper.bernbaum@carleton.ca) 
 
 
 

We look at the subject, we are looking at ourselves and what is around us, 
We look at who is on the other side and those inside, outside and in between. 

Dan Graham, on Voyeurism in Architecture 
 

Matteo Perricoli, The View Out My Window 
 
> INTRODUCTION 
	
Tom Kundig, partner of the renowned architectural practice Olson Kundig in Seattle Washington, describes the role of 
the architect as a “professional voyeur”.1 While the connotation of voyeur certainly has a strange and sensational side, 
understanding the voyeur as a witness and spectator is clarified when Kundig speaks to the responsibility of the architect 
to observe the world around them. Being a voyeur is both a part of design work, but also, a means to understand our 
surroundings, our users, and how the framework of architecture functions. Being a voyeur is a way to access the changing 
world around us:  
 

observations act as underlying threads in the fabric of architectural work, whether it be 
in the form of contextualism that responds to the physical nature of a project’s 
surroundings, or whether it’s a provocative approach that attempts to prod the observer 
to respond to political, social, or economic circumstances that surround a project’s 
inception and realization.2  

 
1 As mentioned in his lecture on design and design influences at the Monterey Design Conference  
2 HMC Architects, Gene Ely. https://hmcarchitects.com/news/tom-kundig-on-architectural-voyeurism/ 
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To watch is to learn, to see is to understand, to draw is to reflect. By observing the ways existing spaces are used 
is arguably an endeavour of equal importance as the development of floor plans for new proposals. The truth is that 
everywhere we go, architecture creates spatial relationships, framing people and allowing for an appropriation of 
space. Voyeurism and documentation allow us to analyze our surroundings and see character in space. To paraphrase 
Le Corbusier, it’s life that is right, and the architect that is wrong.  
 
The key factor in being an observer is that one must actively seek out these observations and experiences, otherwise one is 
not a true voyeur.3 One must learn to practice with a keen and critical eye. However, we are faced with a new reality – 
in a world of COVID-19, lockdowns, social distancing, and our new-normal, being a voyeur has a new meaning. 
The world is changing around us; can we still watch, observe, document, and learn from our urban contexts and 
surroundings? In fact, we can, and must, now more than ever.  
 This project, “From Home, With Love”, puts into context the role of observation, analysis and abstraction as a 
part of the architectural practice by utilizing your own observations in an annotated collage drawing series. The intention 
is to expose alternative means of reading spaces, site documentation, critical assessment, and subsequent methods for 
drawing and fabricating analysis. You will take the opportunity to re-read, draw, and tell the narrative of your home – 
looking at your room, your house/apartment, your yard, your street… drawing how you live in a world that has gone 
through a tremendous spatial shift. Students will compose a visual essay of their spaces of living, of the inhabited nature of 
the domestic realm, seeking the new-normal of the world they know so well. The project will be led through a series of 
short lectures as a group discussing analysis, readings of space, and techniques of representation and mapping through 
virtual ZOOM meetings, paired with a one-week assignment where students will develop a visual narrative looking in from 
or out through their window. Utilizing examples from architect Bernard Tschumi, artists Sophie Calle, Chris Ware, Tom 
Haugomat, and Matteo Perricoli, we will, collectively, witness events in space, connect action to memory, and transcribe 
the social life of the private realm through drawing and analysis. 
 
We can, and must, still be voyeurs. An architect never stops observing even in the most unspectacular of spaces – we 
review, we revisit, we welcome new understandings of the every-day. We must pay attention to the world around us, 
and see how the changes in our day-to-day lives has altered the way we live. This project is an exercise in self-reflection, in 
architectural drawing, in narrative and analysis, and in sharing experience. As a virtual classroom, the class will work 
together in group lectures over ZOOM, share questions, discussions and opinions, have one-on-one meeting time with 
Prof. Bernbaum to develop their work and thread of inquiry, and keep a log of online work through shared drives, digital 
pin-ups and Instagram that the class can share and view. Although we are in a social-distanced world, the opportunities 
for creative projects, analysis and collaboration are still existing around us at all times.  
 

 
Tom Haugomat 

 
3 The Archiologist. Voyeurism in Architecture. October 1, 2016.  
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> PROCESS 
 

Architecture is not simply about space and form,  
but also about event, action, and what happens in space.  

Bernard Tschumi 
 
 
Architecture, the urban and domestic environment, acts as a framework for the informal, the intimate, the private, 
and for “events” of everyday life for individuals. Nostalgia and memory will play a tremendous role in deciding on 
how you wish to frame your site, how you decide what spaces you wish to document, and how far you wish to 
reach. What counts as the home? What is your space? The street? The backyard? The park around the corner? The 
door to your room? Where can we begin to understand the informalities and formalities of space, and where can 
we begin to understand your experience of space through empathy and representation? You are in your space of 
inspiration – and you will begin through photographing the space, sketching it, making notes about it…being a 
voyeur onto your own life.  
 
Students will be asked to produce a triptych of their space – three drawings on 8.5” x 11” size paper that explore 
their dwelling space. These drawings can be complimentary, or contrasting at different scales, spaces or methods. 
These three drawings will be unique from one another, yet, function as a series – an abstraction of a place/event to 
describe the physical and spatial nature of your contexts as a whole. All three drawings will utilize photography, 
photo editing (in Adobe illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop, or by hand), and drawing (by hand or computer) to map 
out an experience and observation. Lastly, and importantly, these panels will be annotated with notes, narrative 
text, journal entries, layering of projections, etc., to better understand your experience of your space. 
 
 
 

 
Chris Ware, Building Stories 
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> METHODOLOGY 
 
The project, in its entirety, should be a conversation that goes back and forth between image and notes, analysis, annotation 
and drawing; cycling between the first and last steps, between refinement and a working image. This is a process in layering 
information to show the every-day as a spectacular event. The layering should be active, and can be altered throughout. 
Students will be work through photography, photo editing, drawing, sketching, annotation, and will be taught various 
techniques in terms of representation and discuss actively the role of analysis in architecture. Students are asked to consider 
the way someone red lines a drawing for edits or changes, or makes edits/mark ups to a written paper – your active, critical 
analysis should be included as a part of the work. The aim of this work is to establish critical thinking skills through 
observation and the production of visual materials. You are to reveal new spatial understandings within your work. Our 
online classroom will be an open forum for discussion, with evening working sessions where students can collaborate with 
one another. The work produced will be original, informative, and demonstrates analytical and creative thinking skills. 
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A House (Author Unknown), Source: https://inunomimi.tumblr.com/image/83258226275 


